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PREFACE. 

T HE fame God who made the world, fuftains 
and governs the works of his own hands. 
The providence of God is as obvious, as his ex- 
iftence. He did not fpeak things into being, 
l and then leave them to chance ; but his eye di* 
Freds, and his hand regulates what his power at 
j M created. " The Lord reigneth,” is a truth 
t which will be acknowledged while there is a 
[thinking, and contemplative man in the world. 

I Upon no other principle can we rationally ac- 
| count for part events, or preient occurrences, 
i The bible affords us innumerable proofs of this 
hd; and among the reit, none more ftriking 
than the hiftory ot Jofeph, which is contained in 
the following (heets, and claims the attention of 
reac ^ er » A proper obfervance of the provi- 
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<3ence of God, either refpe&ing oorfelves, oro 
thers, will teach us fubmiflion to his will* Mai 
ny quarrel with God, for want of duly attending 
to the leadings of his providence, but when* 
confider, that whether profperity or adverlhy] 
health or ficknefs be our (late, the whole isdi. 
reified by God’s unerring wifdom, and defigned 
to promote his glory, and the good of his crea 
tures. This will explain difficulties, lilence 
murmurings, difpel our fears, alleviate our for- 
rows, and tend to produce contentment in tint 
fituation wherein the Lord has placed us. 
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He treafures up his bright defigns. 
And works his fov’reign will. 

His purpofes will ripen faft. 
Unfolding ev’ry hour : 

The bud may have a bitter tafte. 
But fweet will be the flower. 



God moves in a myfterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants his footfteps in thefea, 
, And rides upon the llorm. 

Deep in unfathomable minis 
Of never-failing Ik ill-. 



Blind unbelief is fure to err. 

And fcan his work in vain : 

God is his own interpreter. 

And he will make it plain, 

Tis true, there are myfleries in providence, as 
upTelied in the above lines ; but fuch is the wif- 
dom of God, that even the defigns and con- 
| dud of his enemies, lhall eventually promote his 
glory, andaccomplifh his all- wife purpofes. In 
thehiftory of Jofeph , this obfervation is remarka- 
bly verified. Whoconldhave conceived, that fuch 
Hf A 4 begin- 





( v *i‘ ) 

beginning would have produced fucb impo J 
ends. His envious brethren had no fuch vie» 
as the deliverance of themfelves and families, 
when they fold him for a (lave ; but God defign. 
ed this, and proved by theilTue, that the greatef 
events are fomerimes accomplifhed by the mo:: 
unlikely means. Let the young reader well con- 
fider this remarkable hiftory, and imitate tlii- 
pleafing youth, who, for his ferious and mon 
deportment, at the early age of feventeen, m 
cxpofed to the hatred and malice of wicked men. ^ 
View him alfo in his patience under fufferings, hii 
chaftity in temptation, and in his heady perfeve- 
rance in the path of virtue. In his whole lifew! 
behold the marks of grace, and the fuperinteml 
ing providence of God with him, nor was 
forfaken by the Lord in his death. He fom* 
what I pray my reader may experience, d> atJr 
holy life will iflue in an happy death. 



The Hi (lory of Jofepb 




CHAP. I. 

Particulars relating to the Birth and Childhood 
of Jofepb , Sec. Si c. 

HpHE fubjeft of the prefent Memoirs, de- 
f feended from a very ancient family. His 
great-grandfather was Abraham* who, on ac- 
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count of his exceeding piety, is to this day died 
he father of the faithful . The religion of that 
great man appears to have been preferved in this 
line: for Ifa^c, who was the grandfather of 
Jofeph, and Jacob his father, were both renown, 
ed for their Heady adherence to the worfhipoi 
Jehovah. Indeed, in that age, when men call- 
ed im :ges of wood and Hone their gods, and 
worihipped them as fuch, thofe perfons who dared 
to rejed and oppofe their impious cuftoms, were 
deferving.of the higheft regard. 

Jofeph was the firft of Rachel’s children, but 
the youngeft, excepting one, of his father ji- 
cob’s family. 

His mother died when he was very young; and 
there is reafen to fuppofe that he had no re- 
colleftion of her perfon. However, thoug l 
was deprived of a pious and tender moth, 
enjoyed the peculiar care of a veiy ^ 
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, . , An d perhaps it was on account of- the 
he bore to Rachel, that Jacob delighted 
"'l in this fon than in all his other Children. 

are no, ,» bo comment .ho 
It more value upon fome of their children than 
others, as it frequently produces a great deal 
of diftrefs afterwards ; which we fh all perceive 
was the cafe in this family. We muft con- 
frfs, however, that Jacob had great reafon to be - 
pleafed with Jofeph, who was a very wife and 
good child, and loved to liften to his father’s in- 
ilrudions, which we have reafon to fear, his bro- . 
thers did not; for you ought to underftand, 
that Jacob had twelve fons, whofe names were 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, 
GadjHTachar, Zebulun, Afher, Jofeph, and Ben- 
iamin. Indeed the fall cannot*be included in our 
observations on the other brethren at p refen t, 
as he was at this time too young to be much 
noticed in hillory. 

A 6 Jofeph 
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Jofeph at times told his father of the wicked 
things which his brothers did, when they wer 
out of Jacob’s fight. We hope that he did this 
that their father might reprove them for their 
evil, and fo prevent their ruin ; for otherwife it 
is very wrong for children to tell tales of each 
other, that thenifelves might be preferred. Tbit 
condu& made his brothers hate him very much; 
and their hatred was increafed by two circum. 
flances, which we mull mention before we con. 
elude this chapter. Jacob procured for his foil 
Jofeph, a very handfome coat, ornamented with 
figures or flowers of various colours, by which 
he v. as eafily diftinguifhed from the reft of his 
fons, which was alfo a mark of partialiry, that 
they could not approve of. Befides this, Jofeph 
had two very extraordinary dreams, which Teem- 
ed to portend fome future ftation of greatnefs, to 
•which he fhould arrive. Thefe dreams we mull 
Introduce in our next chapter. 

CHAP. 




CHAP. 

Containing an Account of Jofeph 1 s Dreams , and the 
Malice of his Brothers , &C. 

TO SEP PI was now' feventeen years of age, a 
J time when young perfons are apt to form ve- 
r y high expectations of their future life. And 
whatever Providence may dfcflgn for them, they 

too 
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too frequently, at this period, make more halk 
to obtain the objea of their wifhes than is pro. 
per. It is no wonder therefore that the dream; 
juft mentioned made a very great impreflion 
Jofeph’s mind. Sufpetting no evil, and meaning 
no harm, he exulringly told his brethren: “ h 
my fleep I dreamed that we were employed in ga. 
thering the fruits of the field ; we had each bound 
up a fheaf of corn, and laid them on the ground, 
when, to my great furprize, they all arofeasi: 
they had been endued with animal life ; min: 
flood in the middle, and yours, having formed: 
circle round it, bowed and rendered homage toir." 
You may imagine, my dear reader, whit an effect 
this fpeech would have on his envious brethren. 
They one and all cried, “ Thou contempt® 
being, doft thou think to reign over us?" Ba: 
the goodnature and innocence of Jofeph P revenI ' 
ed him from refenting this abuftve •■mg 1 ' 3 ? 5 ' 
and, in the molt artlefs way he recited 



i Kp had : — “ I dreamed 
mother dream f e dream than the firit ; 
(faidhr) and Moon a nd eleven Stars ; 

' lde obeifance, and intimated their 
and they m t what , ( exc i a j m ed his bre- 

Sl thy Father and Mother, and eleven 

A,do, .account 

!i, id. dream 'he, plotted his deftru&on! 
rfich we (hall relate more particularly in the 

next chapter, and conclude the prefent, by ob- 

ferving That young perfons ought not in gene- 

ral to take any notice of their dreams, as they 
are, for the moll part, only the produftions of a 
roving fancy, purfuitig incoherently tranfaftions 
that are part:. Neverthelefs, Almighty God has 
fometimes revealed his will to his fervants, in 
extraordinary cafes, in this way. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Jofeph fold by his Brethren into Egypt, tttti ^ 
falfe Reprefentations to his Father, &c. 

J ACOB, poffefling large flocks and herds, » 
the care and improvement of which he 
trained up his fonj, was obliged <*t tirtie* 
fend them to feed at confiderable diflances ron 
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habitation. It chanced on a time that 
Scks were under the care of his ten tons at 
$fht , a place of rich pafture, but fome m.les 
tm me. Probably therefore they might be 
£Xm their father for feveral days The 
old old man, whatever partiality he might fliew 
, 0 tofeph, was much concerned for the welfare of 
all his children. So after they had been tome 
time away, he Tent Jofeph to enquire after their 
welfare, and to fee the ftate of the flocks, and 
bring him word. Jofeph went, and purfued his 
journey through many a fertile vale, and over de- 
1 lightful hills ; the Sun, which had juft appeared 
in the Eail, when he fet out from home, had 
; gained the meridian, and fcorched the earth with 
its noontide beams ; yea, it declined towards the 
Weft, and almoft threatened to leave the world to 
darknefs, before he had accompli Ihed his defign. 
But a man having met him wandering, directed 
him to Dothan, where his brethren had juft re- 
moved 
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moved their flocks. Before he reached the tJ , ,w had caft him into the pit, a large com 
they faw him coming,and finding him aloneV ' ^ — «-i..nnnen came by, who wer 

immediately confultcd how they might delW 
him. 1 make no doubt, my young friends, W 
you are aftonilhed at the wickednefs of thefebro. 
thers ; but alas, who knows to what lengths per- 



pan y of foreign merchan^ ^ ^ thefe men they 

ready t° p «‘ ‘ ] f h; and having Aripped 

agreed to fell poor jo F _ w th(W killed a 



V ; i coat of ma^y colours, they killed , 

. M. I _ yd, and daubed it with the blood, and then 

fons will go, when they have hardened their home to their father, and pretended they toun 
hearts agii nil God ! Thofe who envy their bro-j fot cont in this condition, in the wildernels ; 
ther, when lie is in profperity, will do more than 1 ta whence it was concluded, that fome wild 
that when they have it in their power, if theprovi. bwft had devoured Jofeph. But O, how cruel 
dence of God does not prevent them. But it teems, mull thefe men be, who could put theii poor o 
Reuben, the eldeft brother, was not quitefo hard; father to To much pain, as fuch a dread! ul ac- 
hearred as the others, and refufed his concur* count of his Ton’s end mull occafion ! it would 
rence in the bloody defign. And in order to have been no wonder if good Jacob had broken 
prevent it from being put into execution, he pro- his aged heart. Learn then, ye children, to va- 
p<|>fed to let him down into a pit, pretending that ]ue the happinefs of your parents, and let not 
lid might ilarve there, and they not imbrue their yourcondud wound their fpirits. 
hands in his blood. Though Reuben’s delign 

really was to refeue him, and deliver him to h.t CHAP. 

father. But this proiea was overruled, for 

* aittf 
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CHAP. IV. 

Jofeph' s Journey into Egypt, and his Circmf m 
there , See. 

W E left old Jacob in great diftrefs, on * 
count of the fuppofed death of his foul 
With an heart overcharged with grief, and eyed 
flowing with tears, he fpent many a painful day 
and fleeplefs night, 

Jofeph the meanwhile was conduced as a com- 
mon Have to the chief city of Egypt. Here, it is 
true, he had an opportunity of feeing magnifi- 
cence, which till now he was quite unacquainted 
with. But fuch fights muft be better calculated 
to increafe, than alleviate his mifery. We may, 
pidlure to ourfelves the fituation of the young 
man, without friend or prote&or, expofed in the 

common market place to the infults of the fur- 
row 



( 21 ) 

a onrl offered to fale by a mailer* 
"SJj only l« by tbu of 

Tk beauty of bis P«*"t iikI ,h ' 8'“ cf “ lnt:rs 

/bldeponmen., rook >b« *■«»>»" ot ““ 

of King PhaiaoVs Captains, whole name was 
Potiphar. This man wanting a fervant, im- 
mediately purchafed the Hebrew Captive, for by 
that term Jofeph was now called. Thus our 
hero entered upon his ftate of fervitude, which 
if viewed in a proper light, is certainly one of 
themoft illuftrious periods of his life. His afli- 
duity and abilities not only gained him the affec- 
tion, but the confidence of his mafter ; and to 
ufe the words of the facred hiftorian, “ The Lord 
m with him, and made whatever he did to prof- 
pet.” 

Indeed, whatever fome wicked men may fay, 
they are the moll likely to be good fervants, who 

fear 
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fear God; and mailers, who have fuch intfe frocnevil: — ff H° wc aril wiekcdne 

houfes, do frequently reap the advantage of therr and fin againft God . 

piety, though they may be ignorant of it.—But tkiS; l 0 feph became viaorious : Oh, that 

to return to JofopH. His goodnefs of difpofitioi> * ^ ear young reader, may be made fo too, 

was foon the means of his promotion; but fe ever expoitd to temptation \ 

profperity would certainly have been his ruin, Id 11 ^ 
he not been endowed with very fingular grace 
Potiphar’s wife was a beautiful, but a wicke • 
woman. Her impudent temptation of Jofepr 
ought to warn young perfons to be very drain 
fpeft in their conduct. 

There are many things, which may tend 3 
overcome us in the hour of temptation, and thtf 
were all united in the cafe of Jofeph. Natun. 
palfions, a defirable objeft, and' convenient * 
portunity, when combined, are not eafilyreuitw 

but in the mid Ik of all, the redeftion this CHAP, 

»an made, has a blelfed tendency to pre erve ^ 
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CHAP. V. 
Jofepb's Imprifonment, & C. 



T HIS bafe woman, when fhe could notob 

tain her ends, accufed Jofeph of the ver Qn ^ fame 
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„ f »,.«.^»» f ' h< ' re,hins!0f, ' hichyo “ 

are molt innocent. 

No* you may well imagine, Jofeph would 
k Ime melancholy refleftions on the cruelty 
f | brethren, and the diftrefs he might well 
y e his father to be in His only employ- 
Z could now be to walk among his fellow 
prifoners, or look through the iron grates of his 
toy dungeon. Yet we have reafon to admire 
,ht providence which preferved his life, from the 
fury of his perfecutors. 

In this prifon alfo, two of the King’s fervants, 
his butler, and his baker, were confined. What 
was the caufe of their iniprifonment, wc cannot 
tell, as the hiftorian has not recorded the particu- 
larsof it. Thefe two men dreamed remarkable 



crime of which (lie alone was guilty ; and here" Iol | thsmto j ofeph The baker f aid> , 



and in the morning 



raged hufband bound him in fetters, and puthic (|ffll #JS at libe ,. tyj and bad tliree ba fc et s on my 



in prifon. Learn then, not to wonder, if wick. 

perfofi* 
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head, filled with fwcet-meats, and dainties , 
Pharaoh. And the birds eat them out of! 
uppermoft bafket, as I patted along.” The b . 
ler faid, “ ] dreaded that I Hood before a best 
tiful vine, which had three branches loaded will 
clutters of ripe grapes ; and I took a golden cup, 
and prefled the juice of the grapes into the tu^ 
and delivered it into Pharaoh’s hand.” 

And Jofeph faid, " This dream portends, tk. 
Pharaoh will torgive you, and in three days von 
will be put in the fame office, which you held be. 
fore ; but do nor forget me, when you are at li- 
berty, but fpeak for me to Pharaoh, that 1 may 
be releafed out of this dungeon ; for indeed 
have done nothing todeferve this imprifonment.” 

But to the baker, Jofeph faid, “ It will be very 
different with you. Pharaoh will certainly releafe 
you in three days, but it will only be to put you 
to an ignominious death ; for he will hang you 
upon a tree, and the birds will eat your fleiT 



CHAP. VI. 

Pharaoh’s Dreams, and Jofeph' s Releafe . 

T HE interpretations of the foregoing dreams 
were proved to be true. In three days the 
baker was lunged, and the butler reftored to his 
P; ace * But alas, the butler entirely forgot Jofeph l 
This (hould teach us, that the belt of men may 
B 2 expeft. 



( ^8 ) 

expeft ungrateful returns from thofe to who* 
they have difplayed the greateft regard. 

Providence, however, made a way for Jofeph 1 
releafe. Pharaoh dreamt one night two very 
remarkable dreams. He imagined, that he was 
walking by the River Nile, admiring the fmooil 
bofom of the water, or pleafed with the rapidity 
of its current ; when fuddenly feven beads ap. 
peared on its banks, that were fat and beautiful 
to the eye, and feemed fit to be (lain for food, 
Seven other beads followed them, that werethk 
and ill favoured ; and thefe devoured thebeaft' 
that went before. In his fecond dream, h 
thought himfelf walking in the fields, in harm 
time, and he obferved feven earsofcorn, grown)! 
on one dalk, large and brown ; and on another 
dalk, were feven fmall and bladed ears,whic ap 
peared to eat up the fine ears of corn, heat 

lavv ’ pharaoh 
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SretThem. This circumftance, brought 
to tk mind of his butler, his former com pan on 
in tit prifon ; and he immediately mentioned the 
afeof Jofeph to the King, and recommended 
himasa perfon likely to interpret the vifion. At 
tfetime, we may fuppofe, Jofeph to have been 
near ten years in prifon, as he was, we are told, 
thirty years of age. He was accordingly brought 
inbefore Pharaoh. What a change is here ? Jo- 
feph, who was fold for a (lave, is now danding in 
the capacity of a propher, before a Monarch, 
flho is feated on a throne of ivory ! or reclined on a 
touch of gold ! His humility, in this indance, was 
a$ Ihining, as his chaftity in another. “ It is not 
hme, but God ihall reveal it to the King.’' He 
gwthe interpretation : he predifled feven years 
°^eat plenty, and feven years of extreme fa- 
^ in the land. He advifed Pharaoh to pre- 
B 3 pare 
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pare food for the people, againft the fam'meca®. 
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CHAP- VII 
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and the King took his advice, and put himovert’^ 
bufinefs. Jofvph was loaded with honours 
riches, and made the next man to Pharaoh m 

the kingdom of Eg, pi. He dwelt i„ . p*,, GH Jof h „ as fo highly ot.lt 

marble ! Rode in a chariot of pearls ! And Hf. ALTWUUvj J * 6 , 

raids, with golden trumpets, cried to the peoph, A ed, he <H notfoigct t tat lL ° 0 ^ 



Admiration in Egypt, Sown to the Com. 
mencentent oj the Famine . 



as he pafled, <e Bow the knee!” Thus, » \ as - : - r . , , . 

young reader, you fee how virtue was rewards »s too many ftatTmen do con ume tis in 
. ... 1 rior. No : nor was ufelefs exrra- 



ala /iour of the land . He did not a£t 



in this life. 





CHAF. 



jlpation and riot. No ; nor was ufelefs extra 
usance a trait 0. his political character, though 
Jiis coff.rs were filled wirh gold, and his cabi- 
nets fparkled with diamonds, and all the pub- 
lic treafuries were at his command ; yet, he was 
more concerned in providing tor rhe future wants 
of the land, than in making an oitentatious ap- 
pearance; therefore, we do nor read of his cred- 
itor himfclf fumptuous edifices ; but we have 
repeatedly noticed the accounts of his forming 
Ud filling (lore houfcs with good wheat, again It 
B 4 the 
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th. fcTen years famine. Thus he gained fc, 
feftion of the Egyptians, and even the envy^- 
eoui riers was rcftrained by the general admit! 
of his virtues. 

Potipherah was ruler of On, and 
officiate as prieft ; joining a religious withu 
gal charader in one perfon. This Prince 4 
a daughter, whofe name was Afenath, who 
given to Jofeph in marriage, by whom he j 
two Tons before the feven years of plenty w?. 
ended : thefe Tons were called Manafleh and ii 
phraim, alluding to the good providences whicl 
had attended him, fince he left his father 1 ! 
houfe. 

But now the great famine commenced, and the 
people of the land were ftarving for want of bread 
The dews no longer defcendccl on the earth, andv 
the wafted ftreams of the Nile, almoft diicovered 

the bottom of the channels in which they flowed; 

the 
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the (torching fun burnt up the corn, and ex- 
'fed the trees of the vineyard of their fap. 

„ this time of general calamity, the inhabits 
of the land looked up to Jofeph, as children to 
their father, that they might be fed. And he 
fold them corn for money; and thus, while he 
fed the people, enriched the public funds. 

How truly honourable it is, for great men to 
convince their fellow creatures, they are of real 
fervice to them in time of necefiity .1 Nor was the 
nfefulnefs of Jofeph confined to the nation in 
which he lived, for his wifdom, and the provifion 
he had made, was fpoken of through all the re- 
gions of tha Eaft. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Relating principally to Jofepb's Relations. 






T HOUGH in our laft we extolled Jofeph’s j 
conduct, when raifed to fuch a fhtion of 
power and riches, yet fome have pointed out what 
may be efteemed great defetts, that attended .o 
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great a chara&er. Thefe, however, we (hall pafs 
over, becaufe our thoughts of his charter at fo 
great a diftance of time from the age in which he 
lived, muft be di;awn from his general condu&, 
and not from any fingle actions. And, indeed, 
if ire were never allowed to conceive a man deferv- 
iogof attention, without he was entirely free from 
fault or blame in every particular, we fhould ne- 
ver be able to prefent you with a conduct worthy 
of imitation. Therefore we muft neceflarily fe* 
led the virtues of the brighteft chara&ers, from 
their vices, before we may univerfally follow them, 
Perfe&ion (hines like the fun in its meridian 
ftrength, but the beft of men have only twinkled 
like glow worms: therefore David faid, “ I have 
ften an end of all perfe&ion which Dr. Watts 
has thus beautifully put into verfe : 
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How fhort the pow’rs of nature fall. 

And can no farther go. 

But, afking pardon for this digreflion, we mull 
return to our fubjett. 

The famine was not confined to Egypt, but 
its dreadful influence was felt in all the neigh- 
bouring countries. What (hoiking fcenes may 
we now imagine were exhibited among the poor! 
pi&ure to yourfelf, reader, children piningwith 
hunger, crying to their parents for meat, when 
there was none to be obtained ; while the father 
of an helplefs family could do nothing, but, by 
inceflant floods of tears, lhewhow much he felt 
their mifery , and how u nable he was to relieve them 
in their woe. But few perfons know how dreadful 
a thing it is, for a large family to be extremely 
poor, and want bread to eat; yet, from the ideas 
we may form of fuch a fituation, we ought cer- 
tainly to be ready to lend them every afliftance 
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c3n • remembering, that the bible fays, 

“ "L is ’he that confidereth the poor and the 

& ..difcrdl of hi, family. 

K ,, felt feverely. Having eat up all the 
in which they could poffibly ratfe in the 
4 thevhad almoft given themfelves up tode- 
, Hisfons. and their children, Teemed to 
.iven up all further endeavours to obtain 
iol and lived in. the horrible expeftation of 
being famifhed. Perhaps at this time ma- 
il melancholy refledVions would deal into their 
fas, upbraiding them with their cruel and 
Biiwarrantable ufage of Jofeph : for confidence will 
ftent wicked men, when they have reafon t<* 
far, that they are approaching the grave. 

Atthis period , Jacob heard, that corn might 
be obtained in Egypt. News had been brought 
fa of the great piovifion which one of Pharaoh’s 

(jhief 
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wants ei 



CHAP. IX. 
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chief favourites had made for the 
people; and how he fold the gra.ntoaUX 

came to him, that their lives rpjghtbefpl of Jofeph and his Brethren 

This intelligence revived their drooping^' in Egyft ’ 

and ten of his fons immediately prepared ,1^ hefe ten brothers reached the capi- 
felves with afles, and whatever was ne«%W N . J f Egypt , their firft bufinefs was 
make a journey ,nto Egypt, to procure J’ f/the eovernor of the land, who had 
But they left Benjamm at home, to bear »(** * fcl , c0 8 rn t0 thofe who came from fo- 
‘her company till they returned. gj* Jofeph traced the whole 

Now, methinks, they haften on their way bufinefs himfelf; therefore they were im- 
fweet fields, or fruitful gardens, catch their ctely direded to him. We mulf here re- 
or tempt their feet to linger. The land confifc, that he now was known by a different 
ed with drought, piefents a melancholy fttW which was given him by Pharaoh, as an 
of defolation. And the barren nefs of every ndboiir contei red tor hisfervices. And when we 
dow, through which they pafs, warns their. foiled, that he had been in Egypt upwards of 
quicken their fteps, that they and theirs in:$r?nteen years, fuch alterations muft have been 
be preferved from perifhing. Thus imaging in his perfon, as to prevent his brothers 
to ourfelves, that they are nearly entering ifai having any knowledge of him. 
land of Egypt, we fhall conclude this chapter., 

CHAP Perha P S 
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Perhaps it was a cuftom with j 0 f epI| 
audience in the morning of the day, 
gers, who came from foreign countries. 
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re nnened to a view of the gardens, where 
fls in graceful variety, adorn the mazy 
L the rich foliage of a thoufand trees 
of thefe occalions we may pidlure to o^jLm 1 moft grateful lhade. Here fountains tn- 
this exalted charader, fitting in a fplendid P ,a y> and diftant cafcades falnt y mur ‘ 
ment, with all the enfignia of greatnefs t jnir through the grove. 

him : at his right hand Rood the Reward Joining to the room, in which Jofeph fat, 
houfe, ready to receive his commands, andiL extenfive hall, where the architecture 
mumcate them to more menial fervantsu^ ea f,iy prepoflefs the minds of ftrangers, 
left hand, was his interpreter, a man deeply t „i arge d views of the beauty and ftrength 
led in languages, who told Jofeph, in the whole manfion- This place was crowded 
gyptian tongue, what the foreigners faidin-tauMe who waited for admiffion to him. A- 
own language ; and Jikewife interpreted the reft, we may fuppofe his brothers Rood, 
the anfwers of his Lord. The intenfe fsRer^mg thefe moments of delay in converfation 
the feafon and climate, rendered neceflary e*i,h t h 0 f e about them ; and, perhaps, with par- 
means that could be ufed, to keep the aparta»ic a |a r enquiries concerning the perfon and ad- 
cool : to effeft this, the front is fereened by nlttls of the great perfonage they were about to 
thing but a row of beautiful marble pifcfit introduced to. 
fupport a triumphal arch, which was fo com I 

«d, as to prevent the entrance of the fun’s tef ,telciul y they were admitted into his prefence, 

and 
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and as they came near to his feat, fed. ,| that our feelings are not known to others, 
kneeled down (according to the ciiilomoiX'^’ Ihould be expofed to much greater per- 
country) and bowed their heads nearly as loilLties than we are 
the ground. Now, what pen is fufficienttoi 
feribe the feelings of Jofeph ? The moment^ 
entered , he knew them ; and no doubt fummoa 
all his fortitude to prevent the emotions of 
mind, from being dlfcovered by them. Bin 
for them, it was impolTtble they fhould have 
leaft notion of him, owing to the length oft: 
they had been feparated, and the prefent mags 
ticence of his appearance. When they bowedis 
fore him, inftantly the dreams, which were ik 
tioned in the fecond chapter, ruflied intojolep: 
mind, and for the moment rendered him inesp 
ble of fpeaking to them. But thefe fenfatios 
were entirely unknown to Jofeph’s fervid 
This leads us to remark the impoiTibilityofrri 
ing in the countenance of men, the imprelto 
under which their minds labour ; and, i 
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ttB . ha ving families at home, ftarving for 

C f foo’d in this time of famine, we wifti to 

they may be fupplied.” Jofeph, for 
i„ s which do not appear fufficiendy ev'dent to 
Jlinewhat they were.was refolved tod.ffemble 
,,bem; and putting on a frown, cried out, I 
ifoeftyou intend to deceive me ; and there be- 
ng fo many of you in one company, I fuppofe 
oa are fpies from fome neighbouring Prince, 
(ome to make obfervations on the land in this 
Wed fituation.” At this an univerfal terror 
jok poffeflion of their fpirits, and they replied, 
& trembling: “ No, my Lord, do not take us 
tiiiiich wicked perfons, as to defign to deceive 
bit Lord ; for we are all one man’s Ions, and be- 



w before Jofeph, hefaid, with a lordly voictj 
€€ From whence do ye come?” And they 3 • 
fwered, “ Thy fervants are come from the 



CHAP. X. 

‘Jofeph* s Condutt towards bis Brethren, &C, 1W1U) lvn ai u olt 

HTLE they flood in this fubmiffive * 0U £ ht 



ay with each other.” But Jofeph exclaimed , 
Away with all your excufes, for ye are fpies A 
’““come to fee the nakednels of the land.’ * 

And 
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And they faid, “ Not fo, indeed, m y Lorj t ihtMlife of Pharaoh,” which mull beefteettt - 
our father has twelve fons, and we telhefai it a «>" oath ’ ? ! hich G °? ,aS ’ u" 

Egypt to buy corn ; and one of the remaining, Ridden to be ufed. And I hope this refledi- 
is dead, and theyoongeftisathorae-withhisL .maybe of ufe, to teach my young readers* 
this day.” And Jofephanfwered,“Iti s well* (importance of precaution in their language, 
you have given this defeription of your fan! , nil as in their aftions. But to return to Jo- 
for now (by the life of Pharaoh) ye (hall km ,h' s brethren. We may conceive fomewhat 
ed by this circumftance, and 1 (hall know whelk their unfeigned diftrefs in the circumflances in 
thereisanytruthinyou.” Andhecalledtoonc hkh we left them. Reuben, the oldeftof them, 
his guards, and ordered him to conduft then! pnwith upbraiding them for obftinatelyperfift- 
prifon ; and having put them all into one dunp |iu their malice againft Jofeph, as he fuppofed 
On, they wereihutup, and were fed with the cm (Lord was now about topunifh them foi that 
mon allowance of prifoners. One remark feat iraous tranfaflion, though it was at fuch a dif- 
neceffary here, upon the conversation of jofeph of time. Their minds were all filled with 
It is to be feared, that his connexions in Egy) tttor, and their confciences loaded with guilt, 
had a tendency to draw him into very loofe fet Met ihe mod gloomy apprehenfions they fpent 
bits, or at leaft he feems to have conformed tta might, and the dawn of day did not much 
much to the prevailing converfation of the con® ten their diftrefs. Jofeph on the third morn- 
Hence, in his lalt fpeech to his brethren, heal- r-ittdtheirdungeon.and while he heard them 
ferts what he fays, with the forcible exprefo “king of their family affairs to each other, 

" % without 

L 
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without fu (petting that he could underftanU 
language, he was fo affettedwith their fit^ 
that he was obliged to turn afide and 
fecret, before he could fpeak to them with, 
pofure. 



C H 



Having colle&ed his fpirits, he ordered 



on?: 




f Ihwn if Jamb's Sons to their Father, Sec. 



ItTAVING laden their beads with the facksof 
H corn, they left Egypt, and proceeded Home- 
.... ti jkJj. But the reader ought to be informed here, 

the men to be detained in prifon, and boa . y ^ j^ a( j p r * iva tely ordered the men who til- 
with chains ; while the reft Ihould go bad: y^focks, to put each man's money, which he 
their own land, with a fufficient quantity of a y y f or ^ corn> into the mout 1 of the lack, 
for their piefent wants, and to return with thd k i n f en ded by thU, merely to relieve 
youngeft brother Benjamin as foon as com fc - want of foodj without ma king them any 
ent ; promifing, that upon their return, Sim ^ they were . When they had gone a 
who was to be detained, (hould be releafed, i L flderable way>and flopped at an inn torefrefh 
cordingly, their lacks were filled, and theyn their beaits, one of them opened 

turned home. pack to take out fome corn, and behold 1 he 

M his money enclofed in the top of the fack. 
At this unexpected adventure they were filled 
wh furprize, and much more fo when they 
^ to it was the fame with every one’s lack, 
C an 4 
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and that the whole of the money was 







Each now began to form conjeflures upon Hi 
circumftance; but the moft prevailing opt 
was, that the Egyptians had contrived this, Z I s 
they might find occafion againfi them, to ’ 1 

them. Thefe thoughts increafed their tormem 
and made their journey homewards complete 
wretched. 

With hearts opprefs’d with guilt and woe, 
To Canaan’s diftant land they go; 

Their brother left, confin’d in chains; 
Themfelves iuftain feverer pains; 

And, in the tidings which they bear, 
Increafe an aged parent’s care. 

The life, their food defign’d to fave, 
Their news draws nearer to the grave. 

And now, we may fuppofe, they have reachei 
their father’s houfe. But O, when good old J* 

cob had heard the doleful tidings of their m? 

tifapi 
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. by ,he Lord oftheland ; of their imprifon- 
" j n( j that Simeon was left behind, and in 
I’too! he cried out, “Ye have robbed me 
| my children — Tofeph is dead, and Simeon is 
tad in chains; furely my grey hairs will go 
with forrow to the grave.” We have rea- 
fcnto think, from this expreflion, that Jacob fuf- 
•icltd his Ions had been guilty of fome crime in 
Egypt, which caufed them to be thus ufed ; or, 
tint they had taken away their money, which 
tb faid they had found in their facks, by force 
Indeed, he had great realbns for fuch 
Wpicions, by their being fo wicked in times paft. 
luis may teach children, that if they wifh to a- 
^the hard thoughts, which their parents, or 
other perfons might have of them, they mull aft 
Ml in fitiall, as well as great concerns, as to 
t&rve their confidence. Perfons are but feldom 
with crimes, who have never given a 
proof qf their folly, and want of circumfpe&ion : 
C 2 .or 
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K 5 ' ' „ this could not prevail with Jacob, wh 

or even if they are charged with fuch, they*, H °" ’ con f ent to let Benjamin go ; and un- 

foon clear themfelves from the imputation d *°“ h - „ rcat affliftion, he murmured agamft 

Itgracious God. who had been his conftant 



me 




guilt . 

But to return to our ftory. They told ilia guide hitherto ; andfaid, 
father, that the Lord of the country had coi 
manded them, to bring Benjamin their brotha 
down to him ; and that he promifed to relea 
Simeon, as loon as he faw their youngeft to 
ther. This was like a dagger to Jacob’s heait 
who loved Benjamin with an extraordinary affec- 
tion ; and dreading the confequence of hisb 
inghome, he abfolutely refufed ro let himga 
Reuben, who had two Tons at home, and n 
concerned for the liberty of his brother Stew 
exclaimed, “ Let him go with me ; and if b 
not bring him back in fafety to you, then U 
my two fons, who fhall be as hoftages for ft* 

We cannot but be aftonilhed at thefetoen j 
could talk fo deliberately of fteddmg^ 



All thele things are 
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CHAP. XI r. 

Fie fee o . ! Journey -of Jacob 3 s S ns into E*jpt,& 

T HE famine ftill continued ; and indeed tbs 
ftate of the country was now worfe than c- 
ver. acob’s family had eaten up all theprorili* 
on which was brought from Egypt, and began 
have the difnal profpcX again of perithing 

wantr 
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In this diftrefs, Jacob once more entreat- 
ies' forte to go into Egypt and buy a little food ; 

'.pseitpeaing that when the governor fa w 
in. return, as honeft men, he would releafe 
iimeon, and let him return with them. Bur ju- 
U refufed to go, unlefs his father would fend 
Benjamin with them : For, faid he, the man did 
folemnly proteft, faying, “ Ye (hall not fee my 

except your younger brother is with you.” 

for a long time argued againft fending 
Benjamin ; alledging, that they were exceedingly 
irong in telling the man, they had another bro- 
fcr. Judah alfured his father it was impotable 
fo avoid telling the governor the whole truth, 
feaufe he alked fo many queftions about their 
families and connexions. At length Jacob yield- 
d to Commit Benjamin into the care of Judah, 
who promifed faithfully to take the charge of 
him, and bring him back in fare;y. Anti now 
they were employed in making preparation icr 
C 4 their 
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their journey. The f.rfl objeft of their care^ 
to make up a prefent (or the governor, to whoa 
they were going. Prudence ought always to 
didate to us, the beft means of approaching om 
fuperiors with acceptance. This prefent confiii. 
ed of myrrh, almonds, fpices, honey, and defa. 
cies, which it is likely Egypt could not produce, 
Thefe dainties however they had, when they had 
no bread. But thefe could not fupply the want 
of that. Though we may lightly efteem our 
common food, fuch as plain bread, when we haft 
plenty of every thing ; yet we do well to confider, 
that in time of famine, we fttould chearfully give 
away all our dainties for the fake of bread. And 
how much do they deferve to want wholefoiw 
food, who can without remorfe wafte and defpifeit! 

Well \ their next bufmefs was to take money. 
This they rook double the quantity of whatthey 
took before: perhaps expeding the price oft 

con 
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com might be raifed, or elfe thinking to ranfoin 
Simeon out of prifon, if that fhould be required. 
And befides this, they took the money which was. 
before returned in their lacks, and thus fet off 
tor Egypt* Good Jacob, with his heart almoft 
broken at their departure, looked after them as 
Hr as he coul'd perceive them, and then burft 
out in this exclamation : ts God Almighty give 
you mercy before the man, that he may fend a- 
wy your other brother and Benjamin: if 1 be 
bereaved of my children, 1 am bereaved !” 

Now the brothers haften to Egypt, trembling 
rk appre hen fion of receiving further rough 
treatment from the governor; and preparing 
tkmfelves to addrefs him in a becoming man- 
m ' Wifh palpitating hearts they pafs over the 
oricefertile, but now defolate land ; and at length 
J^therifing turrets, and lofty edificies of 
of Egypt: here they repair, and 
^ 5 wait 
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wait an opportunity of admiflion to Jofeph. R« 
in the mean time, is afliduous as before, gi v i r ! 
audience to ftrangers, and fupplying the peopli 
of the land with corn. At length they obtain ad 
million to him. — But here we muft break off, aoi 
Tefume the fubjed in our next chapter. 
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CHAP. 

fff feccrtd Interview of Jofeph and his Brethren » 
w the Palace ; together with the Feaji which be 
node for them , Sec . Sec. 

JOSEPH, who was much taken up, with th# 
J concerns of the whole land, which lay upon 
fa» was not able immediately to attend to their 
C 6 bufinefr. 
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bufi'nefs. But as he was going ^ ■ tt r tcam5 down to Egypt at firft to buy corn 

to w/fllt nnnn 1<T 1 n rr PhirorvU.V ® ™ E. ’’ .. r * 1 ! . t-li rm crli Wi 



to wait upon King Kharaohf he ordered them 
wait upon him again at noon. However, befe. 



he departed, he defiled his fteward, to 



Support of our families; and though we 
l Lord, that we were brethren, the fons of 



get readytlame father, m 



the land of Canaan, yet he 



a Iplendid featb by his return, as lie intenddL us for fpies, and laid one of us in pnfon, 
thefe men fliould dine with him. Now Sime«Lo n t the reft home under promife of returning 
was releafed from his imprifonment, and brought Soar younger brother. And when we opened 
with the relt of his brethren into Jofeph’s houft. .fjcks of corn, which we took from this coun- 
But even this filled them with fears, and freihf. j', behold '. we found the money which we paid 
trefs ; for they now certainly thought, that by it ,'tb e corn , in the mouths of our facks. We 
taking fo much notice of them, he intended to .go; knap who put our money into the facks 5 
apprehend them on account of raking back their ed though we are really innocent, yet we are a- 
money the laft time in their facks. Therefore M my Lord Ihould apprehend and punifh 
they determined to break this matter firft them* us thofe who have intentionally defrauded 
felves to Jofeph’s fteward ; and if poffible make i" The fteward having heard this mournful 
him theirfriend. So having called the man afide, f.*, defired they would be eafy about the mo- 
th ey defired to fpeak with him on a fubjeftflf ey;“f 0 r (faith he) I had your money for the 
great importance ; and one of them thus began: orn; and as for that which you found in your 
“ O, Sir, we are indeed moft un lor t unate men, itks.it muft be money which your God, in a 
and every thing confpires to make us more wretch- fcculous way, has given you; therefore you 

need 
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weed be under no fear whatever, for mv,] 
u.. • ■ _ 
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ithmuch more 



familiarity than he 



will by no means injure you. Nay, as Vl the m yet, alked them of their 

of efteem, he has ordered that you ftj ^‘Troncerning their journey, and of 
with him to-day.” jure, an< * c ^ a j c |ed, ” Is your father well . 

This converfation tended to quiet theirm# ^ano’f whom ye fpahe tome? 
and they immediately began to prepare for j„ And they anfwered him , ay g> ^ 
entertainment, which Jofeph propofed to « our father, is yet alive, an 
,h™ „ noon. 'I heir bell, p,„«! *, tel ,h And tta) 
and agreeable to the cuftom of the country, t y*, wn their heads, and ma 
wafhed their feet. And now they were ail b. ( And thus was his dream u 1 ^ 

in getting ready the prefent which they brouji ^ family bowed before him . an even > 
that they might deliver it in order to the grnr ^ wa $ acknowledged his fervant. (. ee 
nor, upon his return. w t of that dream in chapter 2.) lNo °*J r 

. leinto lofeph’s mind, as foon as he fawr 
At length Jofeph arrived, with allhrsretr. ^ fture> An d turning his face to- 
and after he had gone to his own aparunts he faw bis brother Benjamin; and 

they were permitted to enter, and obtained! ’ tbe ot he r s, “ Is this your brother, of 
audience. They approached him with thorp ^ ^ ^ before And wben they 

fent in the name of their father; and, as M* ^ hg faid> „ God be gracious to 

they bowed themfelves down even to the grot - ^ fon ,„ Buthenow f oun d himfelf almoft 
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unable to keep from differing to tl, em , 
was. The tears flood in his eyes, ''' 
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was. The tears flood in his eyes toftob, to fl> ew his re< P eft for Ben j am ' n > and 

Ranted to be unburdened. But to “' S f< tu« to try whether his brothers would envy 

planation at prefent, he went into 3?'“' Ihis honour, as they had formerly done him- 
at hand, and indulged his feelines *ith " i fent him five times as much meat as he d.d 
of tears. 6 ’ a ® f(0 f t he others. Not that we can fuppof* 

a. , , ,,,e re times more than any of them, for that 

iter of the houfe, one for the Egyptians, whoa W n0w the X are catln S> and drinking, and 
tended upon him, and another for the fonsi Therefore ict us lear« them, and 
Jacob, at the lower end of the room. Thera l ^? ter 
ion for thus feparating them was, that the Eg^ 
tians would not eat with any Hebrews, becaii 
t hey were accuftomed to kill and partake of M 
beafts which the Egyptians, through their igno- 
ranee, worihipped as Gods. 

Jofep 
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Irfliis purpole. His fteward was ordered f 

PU, and again to put every mans mo- 

U his lack } and alio, to put Jofeph s <11- 
L into Benjamin’s fact. Things being 
| prepared, as foon as it was light m the 
:saing> they purfued their journey homewards, 
doubt, they returned with lighter hearts than 
tycaine with ; and with more joy and alacri- 
fcn they returned with to Canaan the lafl 



Safe, they efteem a dang’rous way. 

And light their burdens are ; 

Becaufe a rmiling providence 
Has banifli’d all their care* 

kail human felicity is tranfient, and is Too* 
At times, when we rejoice the moft, we 
luently on the brink of the greateft dif- 
So it was here : They conceived, that all 

their 



to 
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now nothing to do but go home, and^YJfbon as they had collefted them 
Father the profperity of their journey, f'- f “ ued the matter with him, and 
■while they are encouraging in themfelves f! rLJo oriety of his charge. 

pleafing thoughts, they looked bad, andiil ld,h P . 1 r monld 

feph’s fteward, and a company of menwitU ''God forbid ! that thy fervan 
following hard after them. The meaning*'! A» tl,in S" Has not our former con u een 
they could not pofiibly interpret. But, ba cb. ai might remove eveiy upiciono g 
conicious they had done no harm while in Eg nnu$? Did we nol: ^ Iin S t0 * e 

they immediately flopped fhort, and waited wey which we found in our fac s , t ioug , in 

they were overtaken. The Steward, who A we were a ^ uie( *’ tiiat we ^ 

came up with them, began to accufe then il the price of the corn umo my or . ay, 
having robbed his matter. The guilt of »5 i*r» a farther proof of our innocence, we 
was exceedingly aggravated by all the M tontented to fubmit to a genera lear<-' '> an 

which had been fliewn to them Wheat whom >' ou find ,he C “P> dle ! a, ’ d 

faith he, have ye rewarded evil for good: i ^of us, as accomplice, m tire offence, will be 
ye not taken my Lord’s filver cup, out ofri "bond Haves forever !” Ah ! poor men, little 
he drinketh continually? and by which, U ^bow, what they fa.d, and what mifery 
through fome fecrct power, he can findotitd *4 have been entailed upon them and their 

and unknown things.” | H’ 11 theil ' °" n P"*® 6 * 00 had been 
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'Vh«„ ihcy had done fc,t„ *> J” 1 ' ,ilhts - 

" Woffe, i, beougl.t » the ««, and our mno. 



tended to. 
ftewafd faid,^B 

(hall be dealt with for~our uncautious words may 

therefore, we will begin the fearch.” CiLice £ rcater trouble than we at prtfent 
immediately unloaded their beads and But to return to our ftory. There 

their facks, one by one ; beginning with left n0 way f °' the ' r t fcape 5 f ° 
of the oldeft, and fo proceeding regularlvd! ^ w!th the fteWaid ’ they We " t W * ! 
to the youngeft. And when they came toEa “ firainds ’ and de j efted a PP earance > ‘ ’ e 
jamin’s fack, the cup was found. But who a !i !nd wcreoncemore brought before Jofeph : 
deferibe the terror and diflraftion which inftaoi lwin the capacity of criminals, who had no 
ly feized the whole company ? they, who wo ^tions left, but that of hearing a fentence 

juft before rejoicing in their fuppofed innocent) F llliment from hls ^ Sy ancl t0 be imniecJl ‘ 
are now detedled with the ftrongeft marts i ! [ ™ oved to fuifer the execution of it. 

guilt and infamy. And, although they were 15 : jp|, now afliimed all that dignity and anger 
confcious, that they were not really the aggre! fc, ppearance) which might befpeak offended 
fors, yet, according to their own delire, thi me fs: and faid, “ What ! had vou not only 
were now left without hope of being retail enough to rob me, but alfo ignorance 
themfelves ; and with the gloomy appreheofa agh t0 think I fl.ould not deteft you ? Do 
of breaking their father s heart by their defy Ksh'uik, a man of my ftation and charadler is 
This may teach us, to be very cautious in j® 
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«ot capable of finding out your dark amUi his was one, whom he called Benjamin ; and the 
defigns ?” And Judah, ftandinguptoJL’avhofe name was Jofeph, went out into the 
the reft, faid, “ What fhall we fay to mv L a felds* and was torn to pieces of wild beads : 
or how can we clear ourfelvea? Behold, herefore, he fet the whole of his affe&ion upon 
all your (laves ; both we, and the manii eijamin/aad refufed for a long time to let him 
whom the cup was found.” Bur Jofeph anfi omewith us to Egypt, left any mifehief fhonld 
ed : “ No ! God forbid, that I (hould punil dalhim. And, indeed, when at laft we perfuaded 
innocent with the guilty ! the man who had limtolet him go, we thought his aged heart 

cup, I will make a (lave ; but as for you, yea rould break at parting from him. Anil if we 

return to your father and families in jb bold return without him, as foon as he fees we 
Then Judah, perceiving an inclination in soot our brother Benjamin with us, he will 
mind to fhew mercy, took advantage of thei Brely die, for hislifeis bound up in the life of the 
portuniry ; and drawing near to him, faid," I! And befides this, thy fervant became 
m; Lord, let thy fervant fpeak a word in «ty for the lad unto his father : And 1 faid. 

Lord's ear ; and let not thine anger burn agi (bringhim not back, and fet him before thee, 

thy fervant ; for thou art great and powerful! to lei me bear the blame forever. Therefore, 
Pharaoh ! Thou didft compel us to bring », Omy Lord, take pity on our father, and 
younger brother down to Egypt* or elfewem ftp me as a bond llave inftead of Benjamin, and 
have perifhed tor want of food. Now ourfd ^ him go with his brethren to his father ; left 
had two Tons, whom he particularly delighted^ ^ evil which (hall come upon my father !** 








CHAP. XV. 



mh makes himfelf known to bis Brethren , and 
other Circumftanccs . 

| 0SE?H was too ftrongly affefted to make 
(HA? . Jn ? rc P'y t0 what Judah had advanced. 
• w affedions were in motion ; his heart 
® 2 melted 
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This fpeeeh of J udah’s had fuch an effect vi^, 
Jofeph, that he could no longer reftrainii, 
tender emotions of his foul, but was obliged i 
make himfelf known to them. But this we n 
ferve for the next chapter. 
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( 76 ) , ,h» dr.* tack, and almoft qu«ftioned .F 

' 7 ' ’ * wird and faw was real. But Jofeph 

melted into tendernefs, and Ins eyes overfly *kit they ' ^ conJe near to him ; and he 

with tears. It was in vain to attempt tocoimi * A h> y0Ul - brother, whom ye fold 

from them any longer, what his burdened fc ft" 1 anl '” d do ’ n ’t i et t he recolle£lion of that 
laboured to expofe. So he immediately mini iotoEgypt ; a ^ f00 much diftrefs you ; 

with a loud voice, all his fervants and attend** c0 (h ' prov idence of God which 

to leave the room ; which they having done,! b' Mle 1 h *1 1 mie!)t be advanced to 

firft gave vent to his feelings, by weeping aM MjJ 1 ; t0 b e as a father to Pharaoh 

fo that all who were in the houfe heard lum nl s| ^ ^ inftrument of f a ving your lives 
were aftonilhed at hts apparent dilirefs. At ’ f f ine .» And with many fuch 

his brethren were filled with amazement at gg*™ them> and chearfully enter- 
unaccountable change m hts akd them that day. And the Egyptians were 

his words, as foon as he had pov* ’ P' -1 ^ • kd> an d made merry, when they 

furprized them ftill more : “ „ h ; that the relations of Jofeph were come 

feph ; doth my father yet IV ^‘ , , . j ^ J town thither. Pharaoh, when he was informed 
fufficiently defcnbe, the cnee ^ Iofi t , or de r ed, that they (honld take provifion for 

duced upon them. They ount theyhiJ their prefent wants, and go into Canaan, and 

moment, in circumftances w 1C * . . n( j J bring down their father Jacob to Egypt, that he 

not the lead conception o . 1 ^ night be fed, and dwell in the very bed of the 

feized their minds, and cdnftf.on fat J ^ , D , laud. 



countenances. 



Startled at fo unexpected 
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land. Accordingly, Jofeph provided th 
waggons, that might convey their father, ^ 
their families, and goods, down to Egypt, 
thefe, he fent to Jacob a prefent of valuahh 
things, and corn and bread, which loaded twenty 
affes. And to all his brethren he gave feveral 
fnits of clothes ; and to Benjamin he gave tfe 
hundred pieces of filver. So they left Egypt 
and travelled towards their native country, hi 
now they fpend their time and way in talking o: 
the ftrange providences, which had taken pk 
fince they came down to the land. Jofeph, 
his magnificence, employ their thoughts, ad 
they rejoice at bearing the good news to their ft* 
ther, which they were now capable of. k 
length, after a profperous journey, they arrives 
home, and Jacob faw them with much joy, be- 
caufe it difpeUed the gloomy apprehenfions k 
had entertained. 

H 
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t mi thev told him, that Jofeph was yet 
r r;d«L.a,Lordo«r,llF.gyp., he 
believe it, but feared that the, meant 
.Lpofe upon him. However, after one ot 
em ad confeffed the whole aftair concerning 
£ felling him foraflave, and all the fteps 
which brought him to this honour ; and when 
he faw the waggons, and the prefent, which Jo- 
foh had fent to him, then he believed their 
words, and faid, in an ecrtafy of joy, “ It i, e- 
iioogh ! Jofeph, my fen, is yet alive ; 1 will go 
and fee him before I die. 

Here, reader, pan fe, and confider the fooli th- 
uds of muriviuring/and being fretful and difeon- 
leiittd, when providences frown ; becaufe we fee 
b foon God can alter our ftare, and make the 
mod trying circumftances appear to be, in the 
cud, wife and gracious difpenfations ! 
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Jacob gees into h t ; y: *, fiends hi j ore Pharaoh \JtM 
in the Land cj Gcjhc «, &C. &c. 

H AVING foon fettled all their concernsin Ca- 
naan, Jacob and his iamily fetofFin the car- 
riages which Jofeph had fent tor them ^ 
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pf to take their journey to that nation. Hav- 
L wnepartof the way, God appeared to Jacob 
night in a dream, and encouraged him ro 
proceed on his journey; promifing to be with 
{iim, and ro biefs him and his children, and to 
nuke them a great and mighty nation. With 
this promile of favour and protection, the old 
man chearfuiiy purfued his way, filled with the 
pieafing expectation of foon feeing his beloved 
Jofeph, after along abfence of near forty years ! 

Judah went on before, and informed Jofeph 
that his father Jacob was coming to him. Upon 
which, Jofeph made ready his chariot, and went 
down to meet his father, and lighted upon him 
ad his company, j ult as they entered Goflien, a 
crovince which lay juft at the entrance of Egypt, 
Here a feene too afteCling for full deferiprion, is 
prefented to view. Overwhelmed with joy, the 
good old man is drowned in tears, and rend- red 
D 5 incapa- 
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incapable of exprefling the confti&ing feelings ot 
bis foul. Jofeph, pierced with the fenfations.it 
beholding the face of his father, furrowed with 
grief and age, fell upon his neck, and mingled 
his own tears with thofe of Jacob’s. As foon as 
the firft tranfport of paflion abated, the good old 
patriarch exclaimed, “ Now let me die, fined 
have feen thy face, bec.aufe thou art yet alive," 
We are here conftrained to admire the leadingso: 
divine providence, which after fo many changes, 
thus brought all the concerns of this family to an 
happy iflue. How little rationality do they Ihew, 
who attribute all thele concerns and occurrences 
to blind chance, while wifdom and goodness 
fhine fo confpicuous through the whole ! J<# 
having provided accommodations for Ins tuf' 

them, he returned to the metro) ohs, 
ro aft of the king, where his famdy iWd '* 

hi 'Egypt. So>b.e took his b 
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. ;„t ro duced to Pharaoh; and informed him, 
fJS . hid left his father and the reft of their 
families hi Golhen. And Pharaoh ordered, that 

i'of [he land, and that they fhould be made 
overftrers of his cattle. 

After this, Jofeph brought Jacob in before 
Pharaoh. And Jacob, with the fimphcity of a 
patriarch, and the authority of old age, blefied 
Pharaoh in the name of Jehovah. ') he king* 
ftruck with his ancient form, and reverent ■ ap- 
pearance, en sured how old he was. i o wnich 
Jacob anfwered, “ The days ot the years 01 my 
pilgrimage, are an hundred and thirty years ; few 
indevil have the day^ of the years of my life been, 
and have not attained unto the days of the years 
of the life of my fat hers, in the days of their pilgrim- 
age.” Who can help admiring the eftimate this 
man made of human life ? How he freaks 
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of days and years, as equally fleeting andvai B . 
and how few he efteems that vaft number of 
years, which appear fo prodigious in profpeft, 

How faft time fleers his rapid courfe. 
Without the leaft delay; 

No artful wiles, nor flrongeft force, 

Can e’er impede his way. 

Thqughtlefs we glide with con'ftant hafle 
Along th’ impetuous ftream ; 

Nor think, till all our days are fled, 
That life is but a dream. 

But to return to Jacob. We muft notice, that 
he and his children went and lived peaceable in 
Gofhen ; and Jofeph went on with his ufud 
tranfaftions at Court; and fo we concluded* 
chapter. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



Containing many very important Particulars . 

lO^EPH continued to govern Egypt, through 
toe. remaining years of the famine ; which 
M>fo great and general, that before the earth 
Nm fruitful again, the inhabitants of the land 

had 
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had fold their property, and themfelves asflat^ 
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he(i{d , that the family ofEphraimfhould 



in order to obtain bread to prefcrve them fe, "'T^te^'aiid more honounable than that of 
peri filing, in a few years after Jacob hadfefc 

in Egypt, he fell fick, and feemed on thepokj ' " ‘ . b calleJ a n his fons together, 

death. So they fentfor Jofeph, to comeandti After * h ! S ’ , J m . . inc l foretold, what ftiould 
his father, before he died. Jofeph took hit t, d bkffed ' ' ’ ni the i r refpeftive families, 
fons, Ephraim and Manaffeh, with hira - 11 ^ he died in peace, and went to heaven, 
went to take his lart farewell or a dy.ng pm ^“Le.t reiHrom all the evils which at- 
When Jacob faw him, he faid, “ Once I though ,ncre S° m , 

] fhould never fee thy face anymore, butbeho:! K^them m t ns mor a 

God hath preferved my life till 1 have feehere fhen Jacob was dead, his fons, by the permif- 
thy children.” k of Pharaoh, took chaiiots and horfemen, 

,L carried his body into Canaan, his native 
Jofeph then brought his two fons near to j him there This funeral was 

father, that he might lay his hail s upon t # ^ ^ magnificence, and an al 

and blefs them. And he put Manalleh a.j mourning took place for old Ja- 
cob’s right-hand, and Ephiaim ^ 11S e iob. Thus good men are beloved in their lives, 

becaufe Manafleh was the el & i • , ^ ^ d regretted at death! Some time after this 

eroded his hands, and laid h’ 3S r, S r ^ melancholy circumftance, Joleph’s brethren 

Ephraim, and his left-hand upon i - n ^ kjan to be afraid, that now their father 
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was dead, Jofcph would be revenged on ^ 
for their cruel treatment of him lb lmn y ^ 
ago. To prevent this, they made frefli 
fions to him, and profdfed their fmcere for rw 
for what they had been guilty of. But therewa: 
no need for this, for Jofeph allured them, than, 
very idea of revenge was obliterated from h« 
mind, and that he confidertd it a wife and kd 
providence which firlt brought him into Egypt. 

Jofeph lived a great number of years, and fe 
veral of his brethren died before him; bur at 
length, he was taken ill, and was fenfible of hi; 
approaching death. Upon which, he fentfortk 
chief oi his relations, and bound them by 
that they fhould preferve his body, and carry i 
up with them to Canaan, whenever the voice! 
providence fhould call them out of Egypt, to p- 
fefs the land which God had by promife giveat) 
them. So Jofeph died, having great riches^ 
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tMOurs, and being an hundred and ten year* 
^ They embalmed his body with fpices and 
' fumes of every kind, which could preferve it 
romdecay, and put it in a coffin, ready to be re* 
nod at any period, according to his own defire, 
fe have thus finilhed the talk we undertook, 

ad only add, * 

Learn to revere the road to life. 

And feek ro walk therein ; 

All evil ways detelk, and Ihun 
The dang’rous paths of fin. 

Thus you’ll obtain true peace on earth. 

And when death clofe your eyes. 

Will rife to drink immortal joys, 

Beyond the aaure Ikies. 




- •« 

r 
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eared, that Jofeph was the objeft of God’s 
Reflections upon the foregoing Hiftorj ^ [ on (lant and peculiar care ; that he received from 
ken from Robertfori s Scripture Charafan , him lingular p r °°fs of his kindnefs ; and that, by 

thefe very afflictive difpenfations, he was prepar- 
l. ' i^HAT many of God’s cleared childrti e( jf or fu t ure g re atti e fs, and even his promifed 
Jl maybe the greateft fufferers. »i exairation brought about. Shall we fay, that 
Ss outward profperity any mark of the Lord’ ^ ^ a n uncommon cafe? Js it not, rather, 
favour, nor are the fevereft trials any tokenofhi ^ u f ua j method of the divine providence ? We 
dilpleafure. W e have beheld Jofeph, a pious ?!neiT 1 5 er ,*(■ j s written, t( That we mud through 
amiable youth, of irreproachable manners, fall ^ tribulation ent$r into the kingdom of 
by his brethren, through their cruelty bamfe and that „ 

our afHi&ion,” (heavy and 
from his father’s houfe, fold as a flave in a fores; ^ as if may fcem j „ i s light and but fora 

land, difmifTed from his matter s ervlc ®^ 11 soraent, and worketh for us a far more exceed- 
grace, loaded with chains as a vile maleta <M ^ eternal wejht of glor » w perceive 
rellored to his liberty, till thirteen years hadeLjl - l P 

ed from the time that he left his native coat. 

in furh a flotation, who would not have cop i. That the judgments of God, which are all 
rZ Lord hath for&lten « f«F ,„d „ e , lite |loly _ 

' I- Unbelief »oold have faggeM » “ >" t«»V' are yet very myflerions to ... 

- . ... in vain.” But it bn#' fee but very little of the Hellene l 




have cleaned my heart in vain. 



p:.- 



very little of the deligns of his go- 
vernment. 
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vernment, and that little, darkly. We muftwj 
till the confummation of all things, in order to 
form any confdtent opinion; and then howai^. 
zing will the plan appear, when 
be laid before us 1 



In- the cafe of Jofeph, it has pleafed God t3 
difcover his own purpofe, and the very remarki 
bb* fteps, by which that purpofe was effefid 
His aim, from the beginning, was to exalt jo- 
feph ; and this would have been eafy forhimiai 
thou (and ways. But he choofes, for the difpbj 
of his own glory, to make the very oppofitioni 
his enemies the means of accoraphflting hiswi 
and thus he proves, that “ there is no wife, 
underftanding, nor counfelaga.nft theloii 



nor 
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jy, at firft appear of the fmalleft moment. 
Ju, chain of events do we behold in this hif- 
. wonderfully connefted together, and necef- 
depending one upon another, and leading 
ifteof the greateli magnitude! Had not 
a dreamed ; had he not imprudently told 
Esdrams ; had he not vifited his brethren ; had 
w Reuben and Judah given the advice they 
f; ; had not the Iflimaclites pafled by at the ve- 
ij me, bought him, and carried him into E- 
had he not been fold to Potiphar, tempted 
fyhis miftrefs, call into prifon ; had not the pri- 
bn and Pharaoh alfo dreamed, Jofeph would 
»t have attained to his very high exaltatioru 




fitfe preceding difpenfations, at leaft, were the 
We are hereby alfo inftrufted, that mattafl pointed means of railing him to the govern 

• 1 , I f I ill tJP<2 H nC I it nf n tfADt* •< « 1 . .. L * _ - f C * . t 



We are nereuy auu — 7 j f ° ® 

the hi eh eft importance both to ourfelves an ant of a very powerful nation, of preferving 

ail the°world may take their rife from circuffi Wole country, and many others likewife, 

peddling by famine ; of fupporting the 
Jacob in particular; and of thus con- 
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tinuing the line, from which it was decreed 
the Saviour otthe world fltould come ; and t h 
fore, of accompli (hi ng the redemption of* 
kind. On fuch apparently trifling and cj 
circumftances may our comfort and fafety'c 
life and our falvation itfelf depend. 0, let usta 
and praife the Lord God of Ifrael, « whoor', 
doeth wondrous things,” and tohim let us cheJ 
fully commit the keeping of our fouls, befeeciil 
him, tliat all events may tend to bring us nest; 
to himfelf, and prepare us for his own everlafej 
kingdom. 



THE END, 




